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TOEFL®	(Test	of	English	as	a	Foreign	Language)	is	an	English	language	examination	
taken	by	foreign	students	who	want	to	study	at	universities	in	English	speaking	countries.		
The	 exam	 consists	 of	 four	 sections:	 listening,	 reading,	writing,	 and	 speaking.	 TOEFL	 and	
IELTS	are	 the	 two	most	popular	English	 language	examinations.	Below	 is	 the	schematical	
representation	of	the	four	TOEFL	sections	
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TOEFL

Listening

The	Listening	part	
of	the	exam	

measures	your	
ability	to	
understand	

spoken	language.	
You	will	hear	3	to	4	
lectures	with	6	
questions	per	

lecture,	and	2	to	3	
conversations	with	
5	questions	per	
each.	The	total	
duration	of	the	

section	is	up	to	57	
minutes.

Reading	

The	Reading	
section	is	designed	
to	assess	how	well	

you	can	
understand	

reading	passages	
similar	to	those	

you	will	encounter	
in	the	academic	
environment.	You	
will	deal	with	3	to	
4	passages,	each	
accompanied	by	10	

questions.

Writing

You	will	have	to	
deal	with	2	

separate	tasks	and	
type	your	

responses	in	50	
minutes.	You	are	
expected	to	

present	your	ideas	
in	a	clear	organized	

manner.

Speaking

In	the	Speaking	
part	of	the	exam,	
you	will	have	17	
minutes	to	
complete	4	

speaking	tasks.	You	
are	not	required	to	

have	any	
specialized	
knowledge	to	
succeed.
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION: 

1. Over 6,000 universit ies 
around the world required TOEFL 
scores from non-English speaking 
students to admit them to a program. 

2. There are more than 4,500 
test centers around the word where 
TOEFL is administered. 

3. The TOEFL exam is scored 
by both human raters and computers. 

4. The scale of scores for the 
TOEFL exam varies from 0 to 120.  

5. Unlike the IELTS exam, the 
TOEFL test allows you to complete 
all of the sections in just half a day: 
you do not have to come back for the 
second day of testing. 

6. The content of the TOEFL 
exam is 100% academic, providing 
tasks that actually reflect what you 
will experience in the academic 
environment. 

7. The TOEFL test measures 
your speaking ability by using 
multiple raters to score you. Instead 
of talking to an examinator, you will 
be talking in front of a computer, and 
your speech will be recorded. 

 

	3
https://crackeracademy.org

For your notes:

https://crackeracademy.org


	

	 	

	 https://crackeracademy.org																		 4

 Listening

https://crackeracademy.org


 

 

	 https://crackeracademy.org																		 5

The	TOEFL	Listening	section	includes	listening	for	basic	comprehension	and	pragmatic	
understanding.	There	are	two	types	of	listening	items:	lectures	and	conversations.	The	
test	may	include	so-called	trial	questions	that	do	not	count	toward	your	score.	The	

recordings	may	feature	people	speaking	North	American	English,	British	English,	New	
Zealand	English,	or	Australian	English.	

Listen carefully to the introduction of each Listening 

part

Pay attention to intonation to better understand 

what you hear

Differentiate sounds (for example, ’t’ VS ‘d’) to 

distinguish between different words

Take notes while listening

Practice paraphrasing to more quickly recognize a 

correct choice, which is often a paraphrase of the 

text

Do not worry when you have not understood 

something. Keep listening and taking notes

Do not miss out on the intonation when listening to 

conversations

Do not panic when you hear misspoken words when 

listening to lectures and conversations

Do not write down too many notes in order not to 

get lost in your listening

Do not leave a question blank
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Frequently Asked Questions 

How many times can I listen to the recording? 

You can listen only once. 

What question types will I encounter? 

You will have to identify main ideas, identify details, recognize text organization, make 
inferences, and sort items into categories.  

Do I have to take notes while listening? 

It is highly recommended to take notes while listening. Our experience shows that the average 
listening score of those who take notes is higher than that of test takers who do not. 

How can I understand the content of spoken text better? 

Listen to signal words! These words include transitional phrases (on the one hand, however, thus, 
unfortunately, etc.) 

What is the way to improve my comprehension of English speech? 

Listen to the radio and watch movies in English. 
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The	TOEFL	Reading	passages	are	excerpts	from	university-level	textbooks	covering	a	
variety	of	different	subjects.	You	will	have	up	to	72	minutes	to	complete	the	section.	The	
variation	in	time	and	length	is	due	to	the	fact	that	some	test	takers	receive	unsecured	
questions,	while	other	test	takers	have	these	trial	question	in	the	listening	part	of	the	

exam.	

Read every answer choice: often, you may spot the correct 

answer by its wording

Look for evidence in the text

Keep focused in the general idea

Double-check your answer to make sure it seems logical in 

the passage

Read academic level passages to get used to styling

Strengthen your vocabulary

Spend no more than 5 minutes reading each passage and 

one minute answering each question

Do not skip the remaining option if the first option sounds 

good enough. Check them all!

Do not allow minor facts in the passage to fool you

Do not hesitate to skim the passage again if you know 

where to find the answer

Do not get stuck on one question. If you cannot find the 

answer, go further and do not waste your time
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Frequently Asked Questions 

How many passages to expect? 

You will have 3 to 4 passages, up to 750 words each. 

What are the most popular tasks in the Reading Section of the test? 

You will be frequently asked to compare and contrast ideas, and to assess cause and effect.. 

How should I learn new words? 

Group new words you encounter according to their meaning or spheres of use. 

What is considered a high score for the Reading Section of the test? 

The reading score may range from 0 to 30 with a high score considered to be 22 or higher. 

Why was my reading section longer than that of my friend? 

You must have encountered un-scored questions. 
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The	Writing	section	measures	your	ability	to	write	in	English	in	an	academic	setting.	You	
will	type	your	responses	on	a	computer	keyboard.	They	are	then	sent	to	ETS,	where	

professional	raters	assess	and	score	them.

Use paraphrases to avoid plagiarism

Brainstorm and outline the content of your writing to make 

it more organized

Summarize the points made in the lecture 

Take notes when listening to a lecture

Make your spelling understandable

Watch your grammar

Include diverse grammatical constructions in your writing

Do not simply copy portions of the audio clip or passage

Do not miss out on the differences between the 

information in written passage and in the audio

Do not introduce your own opinion; discuss what has been 

said in the audio clip and passage

Do not be afraid to make things up for the independent 

writing

Do not use cumbersome constructions that can make your 

writing cumbersome

Do not make your writing artificially longer
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Frequently Asked Questions 

How important is it to differentiate between the two writing tasks? 

The two essays are more different than you may think. For the integrated essay, you should not 
give your own opinion, unlike for the independent writing. 

How should I use time to achieve the best result? 

Allow yourself up to 20 minutes to compose the Integrated essay and 30 minutes to write an 
Independent Writing essay. 

How long must the two essays be? 

An Integrated task should be 150-220 words and an Independent task should be at least 300 
words. 

What is the most common mistake in the Writing Section of the test? 

It is important to leave some time to review your essays in order to eliminate any spelling 
mistakes. 

Is there any penalty for writing fewer words than necessary? 

Yes. You will have several points subtracted from the total writing score. 

. 

	 https://crackeracademy.org																		 12

https://crackeracademy.org


	

	

	 https://crackeracademy.org																		 13

Speaking
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The	Speaking	section	of	the	TOEFL	exam	tests	your	ability	to	speak	English	in	an	
academic	environment.	For	Task	1,	you	will	have	to	respond	to	a	question.	For	Task	2	and	
3,	you	will	read	a	short	passage,	listen	to	a	recording	concerning	that	passage	and	a	

lecture	on	the	same	subject.	For	Task	4,	you	will	have	to	respond	to	a	listening	passage.

Understand the structure of the speaking test to know 

what you will do on the day of the exam

Learn the speaking scoring criteria (organization, fluency, 

pronunciation, comprehensibility, etc.)

Speak fluently, without long pauses

Expand your vocabulary by commonly used phrases

Practice your pronunciation 

Practice note-taking

Do not forget to provide evidence to substantiate your 

point of view

Do not forget the main points while listening (take notes!)

Do not panic when you have little time to prepare

Do not use simple construction in your speech over and 

over again

Do not take notes in a random manner (devise your own 

note-taking strategy)
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Frequently Asked Questions 

Do I have to spend most of my prep time on vocabulary and grammar?? 

No. Do not fixate on vocabulary and grammar. Dedicate no more than 20% of your prep time on 
studying new words. 

What are the Speaking Section topics? 

For the biggest part, you will deal with campus-based issues. 

How is the Speaking section scored? 

The score is based on three factors: delivery, language use and topic development. 

How does the Speaking Section in TOEFL differ from that in IELTS? 

The main difference between the two is that the Speaking Section in TOEFL does not involve an 
examiner. 
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