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The GMAT® stands for the Graduate Management Admission Test®. The test aims at 
measuring verbal and analytical skills of a test-taker. It contains 4 different sections that can be 
ordered in three different ways. Below is the schematical representation of these four sections 
ordered in one of the possible ways: 
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GMAT

Analytical Writing 
Assessment

The main task in 
this section is to 

identify weak points 
in the author's 
reasoning and 

explain them in the 
body of Your essay. 

You have 30 
minutes to compose 

1 essay.

Integrated 

There is no time 
interval between the 

first two sections. 
The IR tasks are all 

about analysing 
graphs, tables and 

diagrams and 
performing simple 
calcualtions based 

on this analysis. You 
have 30 minutes to 

accomplish 12 tasks. 
Interestingly, one 

task may consist of 
more than one 

question. 

Quantitative Part

Before You start the 
Math part, you will 
have an 8-minute 

break. The 
Quantitative section 

incorporates 31 
questions that have 
to be answered in as 
much as 62 minutes. 
Two types of Math 
questions appear on 
the GMAT: 'problem 

solving' and 'data 
sufficiency'.

Verbal Part

After another 8-
minute break You 

will start the Verbal 
section, which 
consists of 36 
questions. To 

accomplish the tasks 
you will have 65 

minutues. All 
questions can be 

divided into 3 
different types: 

'reading 
comprehension', 

'sentence correction' 
and 'critical 
reasoning'.

8 min 8 min

Section Order #1 

1. AWA 
2. IR 

3. Math 
4. Verbal

Section Order #2 

1. Math 
2. Verbal 

3. IR 
4. AWA

Section Order #3 

1. Verbal 
2. Math 

3. IR 
4. AWA
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION: 

1. The GMAT is an adaptive 
test. It means that the difficulty of the 
following question is determined by 
how you answer the question before 
it. If you give a correct answer, then 
the next question will be of a higher 
difficulty. If you happen to fail the 
question, the next task will be of a 
lower difficulty. The difficulty of the 
question you cope with influences 
your final score. 

2. For every section you receive 
a percentile. A percentile shows a 
share of test-takers, out of all test-
takers in the last 3 years, who had 
performed the given section worse 
than you did. If you get 67th % for 
the verbal part, then 67% of all test-
takers who passed the GMAT during 
the last 3 years coped with the sec-
tion worse. The higher your per-
centile, the more unique you are. 

3. The final score can range 
from 200 to 800 depending on your 
performance. The average score 
around the world is about 550. The 

majority of test-takers score between 
400 and 600. 

4. The GMAT can be taken only 
once in 15 days, 5 times a year.  

5. The average time of prepa-
ration for the test is about 3 months. 

6. In the test center, you can 
pick up to 5 schools where to send 
you results free of charge. For every 
additional school you pay 30$. 

7. You are allowed to resched-
ule your exam in 3 days before the 
scheduled datefor additional fee.   

8. The price of the GMAT is 
250$. 

9. You can register and pay for 
the test at mba.com. 
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For your notes:
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Recommendations on the 
Preparation
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1. Take the GMAT seriously 

Very often, students tend to underestimate the efforts it takes to pass the GMAT. Before 
starting the preparation think about how much time you are ready to dedicate to your 
preparation process. Frequently, students abandon their study because they do not have 
enough time to accomplish it. Realize the stake of work! 

2. Be realistic! 

Top universities usually require 700+ on the GMAT. To score that high, you will need to 
spend at least 3 months of active preparation. It is important to set realistic deadlines in 
the beginning of your study. 

3. Organize your work 

You need to know and arrange every single step in your preparation. Find out the dead-
lines and time-manage your study, leaving some extra time for a hypothetical retake. The 
earlier you start doing it, the faster you pass the test. 

4. Do not forget about CAT 

After passing all theoretical material and having enough practice, you are recommended 
to take the CAT. The CAT is an imitation of a real GMAT experience. Usually, the CAT 
result objectively reflects the level of preparation. Take CAT as a benchmark of your per-
formance.  
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Analytical 
Writing        

Assessment
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GENERAL INFORMATION 

Section Format 

You will be given 30 minutes to type in your 
essay. You do not write an essay by hand but 
type it using a standard PC keyboard. You 
need to be fast at typing. You can also sub-
mit your essay before the time runs out. 

Grading 

You will receive your essay score in the of-
ficial report. You will get a percentile along 
with a 0-6 score. The grading process al-
ways passes two stages: your essay will be 
graded by computer algorithms and then by 
an examinator.  

Goal 

What you are required to do is to analyze a 
brief piece of information and identify logi-
cal errors in the author’s reasoning. AWA 
resembles, to some degree, a Flaw question 
from CR. The difference is that you are not 
given answer options but rather have to 
identify logical fallacies on your own.  

 

Significance 

As you may already know, the first two sec-
tions including AWA do not influence your 
final GMAT score. However, certain schools 
may require you to score some minimum 
point. Even if there is no such requirement, 
some schools may be biased towards candi-
dates with a 0 score.  

Topics 

Fortunately, you can become familiar with 
all AWA topics on the Internet. You need not 
to write them all, but rather to think about 
what flaws you could identify in case you 
get any of them on the real test. 

Can I pass AWA seperately? 

You cannot pass any distinct section 
seperately. Also, you cannot combine your 
scores for various sections from different 
attempts. You will be able to send only a 
uniform test result to the business school. 

How long do I need to prepare for AWA? 

On average, you will need to compose about 
5 essays to get used to this section. 
However, for the biggest part it depends on 
your language profficiency.  
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Remember:   

Your task is always to WEAKEN a given argument by analyzing the author’s reasoning. You 
are not required to use out-of-scope information. Staying within the argument, you will have to 
identify LOGICAL flaws. The AWA section quite resembles the Flaw type of questions on 
Critical Reasoning.
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Sample Essay 

Source: https://gmatclub.com 

"The rating system for electronic games is 
similar to the movie rating system in that it 
provides consumers with a quick reference 
so that they can determine if the subject mat-
ter and contents are appropriate. This elec-
tronic game rating system is not working 
because it is self regulated and the fines for 
violating the rating system are nominal. As a 
result an independent body should oversee 
the game industry and companies that know-
ingly violate the rating system should be 
prohibited from releasing a game for two 
years." 

The argument claims that the electronic 
games rating system, although similar to the 
movie rating system, is not working because 
it is self regulated and violation fines are 
nominal, Hence, the gaming rating system 
should be overseen by an independent body. 
Stated in this way the argument fails to men-
tion several key factors, on the basis of 
which it could be evaluated. The conclusion 
relies on assumptions, for which there is no 
clear evidence. Therefore, the argument is 
rather weak, unconvincing, and has several 
flaws. 

First, the argument readily assumes that be-
cause the electronic game rating system is 
self regulated, it is not working well. This 
statement is a stretch and not substantiated 
in any way. There are numerous examples in 
other areas of business or commerce, where 

the entities are self regulated and rather suc-
cessful. For instance, FIA, the Formula1 rac-
ing organization is self regulated. Yet, the 
sport is very popular and successful, draw-
ing millions of spectators around the world 
each year. Tickets are rather expensive, races 
are shown on pay-per-view, and nearly all 
drivers are paid very well. Another example 
is the paralleled movie rating system that the 
argument mentions. The author fails to clari-
fy whether it is working well, but it is clear 
that the movie rating system is pretty well 
received by people, who often base their de-
cisions to go see a movie with kids or not on 
the movie rating. It has never been a case 
when someone would feel cheated by the 
movie rating and express disappointment 
afterwards. Since the movie rating system is 
also self regulated, it follows that this regu-
latory method is working pretty well and it 
is not obvious how it can be the reason for 
the poor electronic game rating system. The 
argument would have been much clearer if it 
explicitly gave examples of how the self-
regulatory system led to bad ratings and cus-
tomer dissatisfaction. 

Second, the argument claims that any viola-
tion fees for bad electronic game ratings are 
nominal. It thus suggests that this is yet an-
other reason for the rating system not work-
ing. This is again a very weak and unsup-
ported claim as the argument does not 
demonstrate any correlation between the 
monetary amount of the fines and the quality 
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of the electronic game rating system. In fact, 
the argument does not even draw a parallel 
with the mentioned movie rating system and 
its violation fines. If any such correlation 
had been shown for the movie rating system, 
which supposedly works well, then the au-
thor would have sounded a bit more con-
vincing. In addition, if the argument provid-
ed evidence that low violation fines lead to 
electronic game manufacturers to ignore any 
regulations with respect to the game rating 
system, the argument could have been 
strengthened even further. 

Finally, the argument concludes that an in-
dependent body should oversee the game 
industry and companies that violate the rat-
ing system, should be punished. From this 
statement again, it is not at all clear how an 

independent regulatory body can do a better 
job than a self regulated one. Without sup-
porting evidence and examples from other 
businesses where independent regulatory 
bodies have done a great job, one is left with 
the impression that the claim is more of a 
wishful thinking rather than substantive evi-
dence. As a result, this conclusion has no 
legs to stand on. 

In summary, the argument is flawed and 
therefore unconvincing. It could be consid-
erably strengthened if the author clearly 
mentioned all the relevant facts. In order to 
assess the merits of a certain situation, it is 
essential to have full knowledge of all con-
tributing factors. 
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Integrated  
Reasoning
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This type of question has a varying format: you may deal with graphs, tables, or drop-down 
menus. Whatever it is, it is important that you do the tasks quickly because you will only have 30 
minutes to finish 12 tasks, most incorporating more than one question. If at least one of the ques-
tions within a certain task is answered incorrectly, then the whole task does not count towards 
your Integrated Reasoning score.  

1. Table Analysis 

 

Table analysis questions have a short introduction, some visual representation of statistical data, 
a question stem and a table, in which answers are to be given. As a rule, the table consists of 
three columns and 4 to 6 rows. You will need to find the answer (‘Yes’ or ‘No’) for every single 
statement in a row.  

2. Drop-down menus 
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A drop-down menu task consists of a short introduction, a picture (or any other visual format) 
and a couple of sentences below the picture. A sentence with a drop-down menu may look like 
the following 

‘According to the information presented, Michael spent _____ thousand dollars in January.’ 

When you click on that blank space, a set of options will drop down, among which you will need 
to choose only one. The task is considered to be done correctly only if you have chosen the right 
answer for each drop-down menu.  

3. Multi-source reasoning 

For this type of question, you will, as a rule, have three tabs, each containing some useful infor-
mation. This information will be of different types: graphs, tables, text, etc. You will be able to 
switch between the tabs and, at the same time, see the question. 
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Quantitative 
Section
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GMAT Math is tough. Compared to the GRE Quantitative section, the GMAT Math is a little 
more complicated. However, it has a finite number of topics tested, so if you get yourself 
properly prepared and cover all of the tested topics, you will succeed in it.  

QUESTION FORMAT 

a) Problem Solving 

This format involves a mathematical problem with five different answers, each providing a 
potential answer. Your main task is to find a solution to a given problem.  

 

EXPLANATION: 

Remember, |-x| = x. If you substitute N with 1 or 4, you will get a) |3-1| + |1-2| = 3 b) |3-4| + |4-2| 
= 3. A is the answer. 
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What are the possible values of N if |3 – N| + |N – 2| = 3? 

a) 1 and 4 

b) 2 and 3 

c) 3 and 5 

d) 6 and 7 

e) 0 and 1
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b) Data Sufficiency 

Data Sufficiency questions provide you with a problem that cannot be solved as it is, but may be 
solved if additional information outlined in the two accompanying statements is taken into 
account. The main goal is to decide which of the statements is sufficient to solve the problem; 
the solution itself is not required.   

 

EXPLANATION: 

(I) alone is not sufficient:  can be either addition or subtraction. 
(II) alone is sufficient:  can be only addition. 
B is the answer. 

∇
∇
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If  represents addition, subtraction, division, or multiplication, what is the value of 4 5? 

(I) 1 0 = 1 

(II) 0 1 = 1 

a) Statement (1) ALONE is sufficient, but statement (2) alone is NOT sufficient 

b) Statement (2) ALONE is sufficient, but statement (1) alone is NOT sufficient 

c) BOTH statement TOGETHER are sufficient, but NEITHER statement ALONE is sufficient 

d) EACH statement ALONE is sufficient 

e) Statements (1) and (2) TOGETHER are NOT sufficient

∇ ∇

∇

∇
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Verbal Section

https://crackeracademy.org


The Verbal Section of the GMAT consists of three different types of questions: critical reasoning, 
sentence correction, and reading comprehension. Critical Reasoning questions evaluate the 
ability to analyze information and establish relationships between different pieces of 
information. Sentence Correction problems assess your language skill in order to identify your 
readiness for being in an educational environment. You will need strong skills of academic 
grammar to succeed. Reading Comprehension tasks consist of a passage and several questions to 
that passage.  

 Reading Comprehension  

* You will always see a passage on the left and a question to this passage on the right.  
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In their expedition to the far east, a group of Eu-
ropean scientists discovered what resembles two 
ceramic figures of a groom and Bactrian camel 
believed to be crafted more than 1200 years ago to 
be placed in the tombs of affluent people of the 
time. Scientists claim that ancient Chinese had a 
tradition of putting these objects, as well as figures 
of clowns, guards, and military men, in tombs of 
aristocrats and merchants to allow the spirit of the 
late person to enjoy a rich afterlife resembling the 
life he or she had had on earth. Quite notably, 
China was located at the end of the Silk Road 
connecting Asia, Europe, and the Middle East and 
served a meeting point for traders from the entire 
planet who exchanged customs, traditions, and 
languages. In their long voyages, these traders used 
two-humped Bactrian camels to transport the trade 
goods. Camels, reaching 8-feet height, can carry 
heavy loads, travel on difficult-to-cross landscapes, 
and survive long journeys by converting fat stored 
in their humps into useful energy. The sculptures 
uncovered by the European scientists are full action 
and determination. The camel keeps its mouth open 
as if it is braying loudly while the groom holds his 
hand high above the head trying to subdue the 
camel. After a thorough analysis of the figures’ 
surface, scientists concluded that they were 
originally coated with special substance that allows 
them to shine brightly after more than a thousand 
years.

In can be inferred from the passage that  

a) an average merchant was considered an 
affluent person by the standards of the 
ancient Chinese society 

b) the humps located on a camel's back 
provided merchants with useful energy 

c) more than a thousand years ago, camels 
could travel on any terrain 

d) ancient Chinese placed the figures of Gods 
in tombs of deceased people 

e) if camels had not accompanied ancient 
merchants, the latter would have not traded
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Critical Reasoning 

A critical reasoning question, as you may see, consists of a short case, a question stem, and five 
options. Only one option of the five given is correct.  
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In 2001, the crime rate in City X dramarically increased, partly because of fewer police offi-
cers on the streets and partly because of less stringent legislation. To handle this problem, the 
mayor of City X decided to increase the number of police officers in the downtown area of the 
city.  

Which of the following must be taken into account to evaluate the author’s argument? 

A) Whether the number of police officers in the downtown area is already bigger than that in 
any other city area. 

B) Whether the decreased number of police officers contributed to the increase of crime rate 
as much as less stringent legislation did.  

C) Whether there is any alternative way to decrease the city’s crime rate. 

D) Whether crimes that were commited in the downtown area of the city contributed to the 
increase in the city’s crime rate.  

E) Whether the city mayor has a broad experience in governing the city.
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Sentence Correction 

A sentence correction problem has one sentence with an underlined portion and five different 
options. The first option always repeats what has been stated in the original sentence.  
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The real hazard in the government's efforts to reduce income tax is not that its actions 
will greatly decrease the total amount of tax revenue, but that it will spur international 
debates deteriorating the country's image in the eyes of the world and, as a result, its 
reputation. 

a) that its actions will greatly decrease the total amount of tax revenue, but that it will 
spur international debates deteriorating the country's image in the eyes of the world 
and, as a result, its reputation 

b) that its actions will greatly decrease the total number of tax revenue, but that they 
will spur international debates that will deteriorate the country's image in the eyes of 
the world and, as a result, its reputation 

c) that its actions will greatly decrease the total amount of tax revenue, but that they 
will spur international debates and deteriorate the country's image in the eyes of the 
world and, as a result, their reputation 

d) that its actions will greatly decrease the total amount of tax revenue, but that they 
will spur international debates deteriorating the country's image in the eyes of the 
world and, as a result, its reputation 

e) that its actions will greatly decrease the total number of tax revenue, but that it will 
spur international debates, which, deteriorating the country's image in the eyes of the 
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